DATE: March 11, 2026
NAME: WONMI SO, Ph.D.
PRESENT TITLE: Instructor
OFFICE ADDRESS: 185 S Orange Avenue, MSB E523, Newark, NJ 07101
E-MAIL ADDRESS: wonmi.so@rutgers.edu

EDUCATION:
A.   Undergraduate Graduate and Professional
Jeonbuk National University
Republic of Korea
B.A.	February 2010

B.   Graduate and Professional 
Korea University 
Department of Life Sciences
Republic of Korea
Ph.D. 	February 2021
   
POSTGRADUATE TRAINING:
A.   Postdoctoral Appointments
University of Nebraska-Lincoln
Lincoln, NE
Postdoctoral Research Associate
Department of Biochemistry
April 2021- February 2022   

University of Nebraska Medical Center
Omaha, NE
Postdoctoral Research Associate
Department of Ophthalmology & Visual Sciences, 
March 2022-January 2023  

University of Nebraska Medical Center
Omaha, NE
Postdoctoral Research Associate
Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology, 
January 2023-December 2024

ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS:
Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology
University of Nebraska Medical Center
Omaha, NE, USA
Instructor
January 2025- January 2026

Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology
Rutgers New Jersey Medical Center
Newark, NJ, USA
Instructor
February 2026- present

MEMBERSHIPS, OFFICES AND COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS IN PROFESSIONAL SOCIETIES:

The FASEB Journal
Early Career Researcher Editorial Board Member 
2024 – present

The Endocrine Society
Member
2024 

Women in Endocrinology (WE)
Member
2024 – present
2025 - Women in Endocrinology Awards Committee

Nebraska Center for Women’s Health Research (NCWHR)
Member
2023 – present

Child Health Research Institute (CHRI)
Member
2023 – present

Society for the Study of Reproduction (SSR)
Member
2023 – present
2024-2025 Grant workshop coordinator 
2024-2025 Trainee Representatives of the Program Committee 
2024-2025 Volunteer in Public Affairs Committee 
2023-2024 Trainee representatives, the publication committee

HONORS AND AWARDS:
Trainee Travel Award
21st Annual Gilbert S. Greenwald Symposium
Nov 7-8, 2024, Kansas City, KC

1st place for Oral Presentation in Postdoctoral fellow category
Midlands Society of Physiological Sciences (MSPS)
Oct 19, 2024, Vermillion, SD 

Young Investigator Award (YIA) in Women in Endocrinology
ENDO2024 (Women in Endocrinology)
Jun 1-4, 2024, Boston, MA 

Early Career Forum (ECF) travel Award
ENDO2024
Jun 1-4, 2024, Boston, MA

Vascular Research Program Travel Award
Center for Heart & Vascular Research (CHVR)
Feb 1, 2024, UNMC, NE

Trainee travel Award
20th Annual Gilbert S. Greenwald Symposium
Nov 2-3, 2023, Kansas City, KC

1st place for Poster Presentation in Postdoctoral fellow category
Midlands Society of Physiological Sciences (MSPS)
Oct 21, 2023, UNMC, NE

SERVICE ON GRADUATE SCHOOL COMMITTEES: SERVICE ON HOSPITAL COMMITTEES:
1. Poster Judge for 32nd Annual Graduate Student Association Research Symposium 2026, Rutgers New Jersey Medical School, Newark, NJ (March 5, 2026) 
2. Poster Judge for Midlands Society of Physiological Sciences (MSPS) 2025, University of Nebraska-Lincoln, Lincoln, NE (October 10-11, 2025) 
3. Poster Judge for Midwest Student Biomedical Research Forum (MSBRF) 2025, Creighton University, Omaha, NE (March 8, 2025) 
4. Abstract Judge for Midwest Student Biomedical Research Forum (MSBRF) 2025, Creighton University, Omaha, NE 
5. Poster Judge for 2024 Nebraska State Science Fair for the Nebraska Junior Academy of Sciences, Lincoln, NE (April 18, 2024) 
6. Poster Judge for Metro Science and Engineering Fair 2024, Omaha, NE (March 22, 2024)
7. Abstract Judge for 2024 Nebraska State Science Fair for the Nebraska Junior Academy of Sciences (January 2024)
8. Abstract Judge for Midwest Student Biomedical Research Forum (MSBRF) 2024, Creighton University, Omaha, NE 
9. Judge for the State Science and Engineering Competition at the Nebraska Junior Academy of Sciences (NJAS), Lincoln, NE (April 20, 2023)
10. Poster Judge for Midwest Student Biomedical Research Forum (MSBRF) 2023, Creighton University and UNMC, Omaha, NE (March 4, 2023)

TEACHING RESPONSIBILITIES: 
A.   Research Training (other than Primary Mentorship)
Undergraduate student
2026	Vanessa Rosales Romero (1st year at Rutgers University)
Medical Students
2025-	Amrita Purkayastha (M2 student at Creighton University)
  		The University Research Week, Poster Presentation (April 2025)
2024	Brock G. Lakin (M1 at University of Nebraska Medical Center)
2024-	Ashley Pak (M3 student at Creighton University)
Selection to the Creighton University Chapter of the Gold Humanism Honor Society in 2026
The 2025 Kaiser-Goldberg Family Student Fellowship Award from the ENDOCRINE SOCIETY (2025)
The University Research Week, Poster Presentation (April. 2025)-The poster was selected as Best Medical Student Poster Presentation
Research Experience for Graduate and Medical Students (REGMS) Award from the ENDOCRINE SOCIETY (2025)
Pak A, So W, Ha LG, Kakalij R, Abazarikia A, Boesen EI, Kim SY. Systemic lupus erythematosus affects ovarian dysfunction in mice. Midwest Student Biomedical Research Forum. Mar 2025. Creighton University, Oral Presentation
The University Research Week, Poster Presentation (April. 2025)

Rotating Students
2023	Erika Cone (Graduate student at University of Nebraska Medical Center
2023	Amanda Christensen (M1 student at University of Nebraska Medical Center)
Summer Students
2025  	Paulina Gilgenast (Freshman at Johns Hopkins University)
2025	George Crocker (Sophomore at University of Nebraska-Lincoln)
The Summer Undergraduate Research Program (SURP)
2023	Christopher Oh (Sophomore at Washington University in St. Louis)
The Summer Undergraduate Research Program (SURP) 

PUBLICATIONS: 
A.	Refereed Original Article in Journal
1.	Kim SY, Hyoung S, So W and Shin JS. The novel transcription factor TRP interacts with ZFP5, a trichome initiation-related transcription factor, and negatively regulates trichome initiation through gibberellic acid signaling. Plant Molecular Biology, 96(3):315-326, February 2018 (PMID: 29335898)
2.	Shin JS, Kim SY, So W, Noh M, Yoo KS, and Shin JS. Lon domain‐containing protein 1 represses thioredoxin y2 and regulates ROS levels in Arabidopsis chloroplasts. FEBS Letters, 594(6): 986-994, March 2020 (PMID: 31701529)
3.	Hyoung S, Cho SH, Chung JH, So W, Cui M, and Shin JS. Cytokinin oxidase PpCKX1 plays regulatory roles in development and enhances dehydration and salt tolerance in Physcomitrella patens. Plant Cell Reports, 39(3): 419-430, March 2020 (PMID: 31863135)
4.	Huque A.K.M. M, So W, Min Kyoung You, and Shin JS. Phylogenetic analysis and in vitro bifunctional nuclease assay of Arabidopsis BBD1 and BBD2. Molecules, 25(9): 2169, May 2020 (PMCID: PMC7249048)
5.	Shin JS, So W, Kim SY, Noh M, Hyoung S, Yoo KS, and Shin JS. CBSX3-Trxo-2 regulates ROS generation of mitochondrial complex II (succinate dehydrogenase) in Arabidopsis. Plant Science, 294: 110458, May 2020 (PMID: 32234226)
6.	So W, Huque A.K.M. M, Shin H-y, Kim SY, Shin JS, Cui M, and Shin JS. AtMYB109 negatively regulates stomatal closure under osmotic stress in Arabidopsis thaliana. Journal of Plant Physiology, 255: 153292, December 2020 (PMID: 33069038)
7.	So W, Kim SY, Hyoung S, and Shin JS. The novel protein CSAP accelerates leaf senescence and is negatively regulated by SAUL1 in the dark. Plant Cell Reports, 39(3): 325-334, March 2020 (PMID: 31773253)
8.	Huque A.K.M. M, So W, Noh M, You MK and Shin JS. Overexpression of AtBBD1, Arabidopsis bifunctional nuclease, confers drought tolerance by enhancing the expression of regulatory genes in ABA-mediated drought stress signaling. International Journal of Molecular Sciences, 22(6): 2936, March 2021 (PMCID: PMC8001636)
9.	Richards J R, Shin D, Pryor R, Sorensen L K, Sun Z, So W, Park G, Wolff R, Truong A, McMahon M, Grossmann A H, Harbour J W, Zhu W, Odelberg S J & Yoo JH. Activation of NFAT by HGF and IGF-1 via ARF6 and its effector ASAP1 promotes uveal melanoma metastasis. Oncogene, 42(35): 2629-2640, August 2023 (PMCID: PMC11008337)
10.	So W, Abazarikia A, Zelinski M, Kim S-Y. Sodium thiosulfate does not protect ovarian reserve from cisplatin-induced gonadotoxicity. Biology of Reproduction, 110(4):772-781, April 2024 (PMCID: PMC11017129)
11.	Luan Y*, So W*, Dong R, Abazarikia A, Kim S-Y. KIT in oocytes: a key factor for oocyte survival and reproductive lifespan. eBioMedicine, 106: 105263, August 2024 *co-first authors (PMCID: PMC11338130)
12.	Abazarikia A, So W, Xiao S, Kim S-Y. Oocyte death is triggered by the stabilization of TAp63α dimers in response to cisplatin. Cell Death and Disease, 15(11):799, November 2024 (PMCID: PMC11544165)
13.	Abazarikia A, Luan Y, So W, Becker M, Panda S, Swenson S A, Kosmacek E A, Oberley-Deegan R E, Xiao S, Hyde R K, Kim S-Y. Leukemic cells infiltrate the ovaries without damaging ovarian reserve in an acute myeloid leukemia mouse model. Endocrinology, 166(4):bqaf022, February 2025 (PMCID: PMC11890401)
14.	So W, Rosemary D, Lee D, Abazarikia A, Hackfort B T, Cupp A S, Kim S-Y. Primordial follicle survival and changes in ovarian vasculature may be independently regulated during chemotherapy. Endocrinology, 166(5):bqaf059, March 2025 (PMCID: PMC12006718)
15.	Abazarikia A*, So W*, Luan Y, Kattamuri C, Thompson T B, Kim S-Y. Pancreatic Damage in Ovarian Cancer-Associated Cachexia Is Driven by Activin A Signalling. Journal of Cachexia, Sarcopenia and Muscle, 16(5):e70096, October 2025 *co-first authors (PMCID: PMC12512902)
16. So W, Pak A E, Abazarikia A, Chemerinski A, Douglas N, Kim S-Y. Role of KIT signaling in ovarian development and function: Insights from multisystem biology. Biology of Reproduction, Accepted (March, 2026)

B.	Patents Held
1.	Promoter expressed in Alfalfa (Inventor: Shin JS, Kim YY, Hyoung S, So W, Noh M; Applicant - Korea University Research and Business Foundation # Korea patent: 10-2020-0135331 (2020-10-19)

PRESENTIONS: 

A. Scientific (Basic Science): 
1. Purkayastha A, So W, Ha LG, Kakalij R, Abazarikia A, Boesen EI, Kim SY. Abnormal fibrotic changes in the ovary due to systemic lupus erythematosus. Midwest Student Biomedical Research Forum. March 7, 2026. Creighton University
2. So W, Abazarikia A, Kim S-Y. Postnatal KIT Signaling in Follicle Development in the Ovary. November 13, 2025. University of Nebraska Medical Center, Omaha, NE
3. Pak A, So W, Ha L, Kakalij R, Abazarikia A, Gould K A, Boesen E I, Kim S-Y. Development of Systemic Lupus Erythematosus Deteriorates Ovarian Function in Mice. November 13, 2025. University of Nebraska Medical Center, Omaha, NE 
4. Abazarikia A, So W, Xiao S, Kim S-Y. Exploring Novel Genes Associated in the Death of Primordial Follicle Oocytes Upon Cyclophosphamide Treatment. 2025 Nebraska Center for Women's Health Research Symposium. November 13, 2025. University of Nebraska Medical Center, Omaha, NE
5. Crocker G, Abazarikia A, So W, Kim S-Y. Impact of Tirzepatide, a dual GLP-1/GIP agonist, on adipose tissues in adult female mice. Summer Undergraduate Research Program (SURP). August 8, 2025. University of Nebraska Medical Center, Omaha, NE
6. So W, Abazarikia A, Kim S-Y. KIT Signaling in Postnatal Ovarian Folliculogenesis: Insights from Oocyte-Specific Kit Knockout Mice. Society for the Study of Reproduction (SSR). July 29-August 1, 2025. Washington D.C.
7. Abazarikia A, So W, Xiao S, Kim S-Y. Exploring Novel Genes Associated in the Death of Primordial Follicle Oocytes Upon Cyclophosphamide Treatment. Society for the Study of Reproduction (SSR). July 29-August 1, 2025. Washington D.C.
8. So W, Rosemary D, Lee D, Abazarikia A, Hackfort B T, Cupp A S, Kim S-Y. Primordial Follicle Death and Ovarian Vasculature Change Are Independently Regulated by Chemotherapeutic Agents in Mice. ENDO Society. July 7, 2025. San Francisco, CA
9. Abazarikia A, So W, Kim S-Y. Identification of genes associated in oocyte death of primordial follicles upon cyclophosphamide. ENDO Society. July 7, 2025. San Francisco, CA
10. Purkayastha A, So W, Ha LG, Kakalij R, Abazarikia A, Boesen EI, Kim S-Y. Systemic lupus erythematosus leads to abnormal fibrosis in the ovary. Creighton University. University MD-PhD Research Week. April 1-2, 2025. Omaha, NE
11. Pak A, So W, Ha LG, Kakalij R, Abazarikia A, Boesen EI, Kim S-Y. Ovarian Dysfunction in Systemic Lupus Erythematosus: Structural Alterations in a Lupus Mouse Model. Creighton University. University MD-PhD Research Week. Best Medical Student Poster Presentation, April 1-2, 2025. Omaha, NE
12. Pak A, So W, Ha LG, Kakalij R, Abazarikia A, Boesen EI, Kim S-Y. Systemic lupus erythematosus affects ovarian dysfunction in mice. Midwest Student Biomedical Research Forum. March 8, 2025. Creighton University, Omaha, NE
13. So W, Dong R, Lee D, Abazarikia A, Kim S-Y. Protection of Primordial Follicles Regulates Ovarian Vasculature in Mice under Chemotherapy. The Annual Gilbert S. Greenwald Symposium. November 7, 2024. University of Kansas Medical Center (Trainee travel Award), Kansas City, KS
14. Abazarikia A, So W, Xiao S, Kim S-Y. Oocyte death is triggered by the stabilization of TAp63α dimers in response to cisplatin. The Annual Gilbert S. Greenwald Symposium. November 7, 2024. University of Kansas Medical Center, Kansas City, KS
15. So W, Dong R, Abazarikia A, Kim S-Y. Alkylating agents deplete primordial follicles and disrupt ovarian vasculature independently in mice. Midlands Society of Physiological Sciences. October 19, 2024. University of South Dakoda, Vermillion, SD
16. Kim S, So W, Lee B Y, Subramanyan R K. Impact of co-existent maternal diabetes and otherwise non-deleterious genetic mutation on cardiac outflow tract development in mice. Midlands Society of Physiological Sciences. October 19, 2024. University of South Dakoda, Vermillion, SD
17. Abazarikia A, So W, Kim S-Y. TAp63α induces oocyte death in response to chemotherapy via its dimeric form. Midlands Society of Physiological Sciences. October 19, 2024. University of South Dakoda, Vermillion, SD
18. So W, Dong R, Luan Y, Abazarikia A, Kim S-Y. Damage of Ovarian Vasculature by Chemotherapies induces Ovarian Dysfunction in Mice. ENDO2024. June 1-4, 2024. Boston, MA
19. Abazarikia A, So W, Kim S-Y. The accumulation of p63 in oocyte of primordial follicle is essential for triggering apoptosis following cisplatin treatment. ENDO2024. Jun 1-4, 2024. Boston, MA
20. So W, Dong R, Luan Y, Abazarikia A, Kim S-Y. Chemotherapies Lead to Damage of Ovarian Vasculature by Chemotherapies. Center for Heart and Vascular Research Annual Retreat 2024. March 15-16, 2024. Omaha, NE
21. So W, Abazarikia A, Zelinski MB, Kim S-Y. Sodium thiosulfate is not beneficial for the ovarian reserve exposed to cisplatin. The 15th Annual Conference of the Oncofertility Consortium. November 6-8, 2023. Pittsburgh, PA
22. So W, Abazarikia A, Zelinski MB, Kim S-Y. Cisplatin-induced gonadotoxicity cannot be compromised post-administration of sodium thiosulfate. November 2, 2023. University of Kansas Medical Center (Trainee travel Award), Kansas City, KS
23. So W, Abazarikia A, Zelinski MB, Kim S-Y. Sodium thiosulfate does not protect loss of ovarian follicles from cisplatin-induced gonadotoxicity. Midlands Society of Physiological Sciences. October 21, 2023. University of Nebraska Medical Center, Omaha, NE (1st place for Poster Presentation in Postdoctoral fellow category)
24. Abazarikia A, So W, Kim S-Y. Understanding the unique death pathway in oocyte induced by cisplatin. Pediatric Cancer Research Group (PCRG) Symposium. August 29, 2023. University of Nebraska Medical Center, Omaha, NE
25. So W, Abazarikia A, Yu S-Y, Zelinski MB, Kim S-Y. Delayed administration of sodium thiosulfate does not prevent ovarian reserve from cisplatin-induced gonadotoxicity. Pediatric Cancer Research Group (PCRG) Symposium. August 29, 2023. University of Nebraska Medical Center, Omaha, NE
26. Oh C, So W, Abazarikia A, Kim S-Y. Cisplatin induces in oocyte death of primordial follicles from postnatal female mouse ovary. Summer Undergraduate Research Program (SUPR) August 2023. University of Nebraska Medical Center, Omaha, NE
27. Dong R, So W, Luan Y, Abazarikia A, Yu S-Y, Kim S-Y. Chemotherapies Affect Ovarian Dysfunction via Damages in Ovarian Vasculature as well as Depletion of Ovarian Reserve in Mice. Center for Heart & Vascular Research. March 25, 2023. Nebraska City, NE
28. Busta L, So W, Yim WC, LaBrant E W, Wang P, Grimes L, Malyszka K, Cushman C. J, Santos P, Kosma K. D, Cahoon B. E. Identification of falcarin-type polyacetylene biosynthesis in carrot. Center for Plant Science Innovation. October 22, 2021. Lincoln, NE
29. So W, Kim YY and Shin JS. Development of plants having increased biomass and reduced lignin by AtCBSX2. 2020 The Korean Society for Plant Biotechnology. October 22-23, 2020
30. So W, Kim YY and Shin JS. AtCBSX2 improves biomass and reduces lignin content in plant. 2020 KSPB Winter Conference. February 17, 2020.
31. So W, Kim YY and Shin JS. Overexpression of AtCBSX2 reduces lignin content and increases biomass in plant. 2019 Annual Conference of the Korea. Society of Plant Biologists. October 24-25, 2019
32. Kim YY, So W and Shin JS. AtCBSX2-OX decreases lignin content and increases biomass in plant. 2019 KSBS-SABRAO International Conference. July 2-5, 2019
33. Kim SY, Hyoung S, So W, Noh M, Shin JS. A novel TF, TRP, represses ZFP5 and ZFP8 expression to control trichome initiation in Arabidopsis. 2016 Annual Conference of the Korean Society of Plant Biologists. November 3-4, 2016
34. So W, Kim SY, Shin JS. Functional characterization of SISRP in Arabidopsis thaliana. 2016 Annual Conference of the Korean Society of Plant Biologists. November 3-4, 2016 
35. So W, Hyoung S, Cho K-M, Kim SY, Shin JS. Functional characterization of AP2M in Physcomitrella patens. 2015 International Symposium on Plant Sciences & the Annual Conference of the Korean Society of Plant Biologists. November 5-6, 2015
36. Hyoung S, So W, Shin JS. Functional characterization of cytokinin oxidase PpCKX1 in Physcomitrella patens. 2015 International Symposium on Plant Sciences & the Annual Conference of the Korean Society of Plant Biologists. November 5-6, 2015
37. Kim SY, Hyoung S, So W, Nguyen H T K, Shin JS. A novel TF, trichome-related protein (TRP), represses zinc finger protein 5 to control trichome initiation in Arabidopsis. 2015 International Symposium on Plant Sciences & the Annual Conference of the Korean Society of Plant Biologists. November 5-6, 2015
38. So W, Hyoung S, Shin JS. Physcomitrella patens EREBP and MYB are related to ABA signaling. 2015 The 1st International Symposium on Recent Advances in Life Sciences and Biotechnology. February 6, 2015
39. Hyoung S, So W, Shin JS. Cytokinin oxidases in the moss Physcomitrella patens: Functional characterization of cytokinin oxidase PpCKX1. Plant Winter Conference. January 16, 2015
40. So W, Hyoung S, Shin JS. The moss Physcomitrella patens EREBP and MYB are related to ABA signaling. 2015 Department of Life Sciences Winter Worksop. January 13, 2015
41. Hyoung S, So W and Shin JS. Cytokinin oxidases in the moss Physcomitrella patens - Functional characterization of cytokinin oxidase PpCKX1. 2014 International Symposium on Plant Sciences & Annual Conference of the Korean Society of Plant Biologists. November 6-7, 2014 
42. So W, Hyoung S, Shin JS. Functional characterization of Physcomitrella patens EREBP and MYB in ABA signaling. 2014 International Symposium on Plant Sciences & Annual Conference of the Korean Society of Plant Biologists. November 6-7, 2014
43. Hyoung S, So W and Shin JS. Cytokinin oxidases in Physcomitrella: Characterization of cytokinin oxidase PpCKX1 in the moss Physcomitrella patens. 2013 Annual Meeting of the Korean Society of Plant Biologists & the 5th Asian Symposium on Plant Lipids. November 29-December 1, 2013
44. So W, Hyoung S and Shin JS. Characterization of Physcomitrella patens EREBP and MYB in ABA signaling. 2013 Annual Meeting of the Korean Society of Plant Biologists & the 5th Asian Symposium on Plant Lipids. November 29-December 1, 2013
45. Hyoung S, So W and Shin JS. Characterization of cytokinin oxidase PpCKX1 in Physcomitrella patens. MOSS 2012, New York City, NY 2012

Oral presentation
1. So W, Dong R, Abazarikia A, Kim S-Y, Alkylating agents deplete primordial follicles and disrupt ovarian vasculature independently in mice. Midlands Society of Physiological Sciences. October 19, 2024. University of South Dakoda, SD
2. So W, Abazarikia A, Yu SY, Zelinski MB, Kim S-Y. Delayed administration of sodium thiosulfate does not prevent ovarian reserve from cisplatin-induced gonadotoxicity. Pediatric Cancer Research Group (PCRG) Symposium. August 29, 2023. University of Nebraska Medical Center, Omaha, NE
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